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Surveys: Health Organizations Behind on HIPAA Security Rules Implementation
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Most health care organizations will not meet the April 20 deadline to fully comply with the HIPAA data security rules, according to surveys by two industry associations, Computerworld reports. [image: image1.png]




A study released on Monday by the American Health Information Management Association found that only 18% of 1,140 privacy, security and compliance officers surveyed were fully compliant with the HIPAA security rules, Computerworld reports (Vijayan, Computerworld, 4/11). Forty-three percent of the AHIMA survey respondents said they were 85% to 95% compliant, 25% said they were halfway compliant and 12% said they were less than halfway compliant, Modern Physician reports (Conn, Modern Physician, 4/11).

A separate report by the Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society, which surveyed 400 health care firms earlier this year, found that just 18% of providers and 30% of insurers will be compliant by the deadline. Reasons cited in the studies for lack of compliance include problems with technology and process integration, time and budget limitations and confusion over how to implement the rules, Computerworld reports. 

Under the security rules, all companies that handle electronic data must fully implement auditable steps for monitoring access to private information and protecting it from being abused. However, the rules document does not specifically mention what technologies companies should use, Computerworld reports. 

Penalties for noncompliance can cost up to $25,000 per violation, but the fine only will be enforced if a complaint is filed against a health care organization, which has generated a "lackadaisical attitude" among some companies, said Joyce Sensmeier, director of informatics at HIMSS (Computerworld, 4/11). [image: image2.png]





